Express Ads 
"OR SALE | 
RAILROADIANA fer sale: Traction timetables, reproduc- 


tions (17 different) and originals, North Shore Line ! 3 
Armual Reports from 1917 to 1948, steam road time- ' 
tables. Send 20¢ for listings. Herb Danneman, 14425 | | 
Woodland Place, Brookfield, WI 53005. at ) ff R A 
| | 1) L newsletter 


20TH CENTURY RAILROAD CLUB is looking for new members Vol 1 
to expand. For membership information send long SSAE to saan May 3, 1971 
20th Century R.R. Club, 9914 Longwood, hicago IL 60643. 


RAPID RAIL TRANSIT is needed to clear our polluted 
streets. Display the truth about autos with our unique 
bumperstrip: DANGER! DEADLY EXHAUST. 50¢ each, 3/$1.00 
postpaid. Message Media, Box 9007, Berkeley CA 94709. 


NEED OFFICIAL GUIDES from the 1930's and 1940's. 
Please indicate issues you have to sell, their con- 
dition and price. Box 2, o/o Rail Travel Newsletter. 


EXPRESS ADS are now available for your use. You get 
your message FAST to readers of Rail Travel Newslet- 
ter. Cost only $1.00 (minimum) for up to 3 lines; ex- 
tra lines 35¢ each or 3 for $1.00. A line is 56 spaces. 
Closing date is just 7 days before date of issue. 
Print ad clearly and send to Express Ads, Rail Travel 
Newsletter, P.O. Box 9007, Berkeley, California 94709. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS | 
RAIL FILM FESTIVAL. Interested in attending, entéringé 


films, helping organize? Write: Film Festival, o/ REDS : 
are 4 oatege Csaa 4 ied 
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Amtrak! 





FOR THIS SPECIAL Amtrak issue of Rail Travel Newsletter, 
we are omitting some of the usual departments and features 
in order to bring you coverage of the historic beginning of 
Amtrak operation and the end of most private railroad ser-~ 
vice in the United States. The features will resume in the 
next issue, dated May 17. 


The third of our series of KEEPING TRACK articles by Paul 
Rayton this issue covers the NANCY HANKS II, a train whose 
demise occurred with the beginning of Amtrak. 


LETTERS 


“, After having réad issus aoe 9, I have to say that this 
magazine is fantastic! Keep up the good work and please 
hurry.the bask issues ordered! 

Bev Mi. Ot Michael J. Martino 

Staten Island, N.Y. 1 


My son received a sample copy of your publication in this 
morning*’s mail, and although not the train fan that he isa, I 
nonetheless picked it up at tho breakfast tabls. Please allow 
me to compliment you on your publications it is very readable, 
timely, and attractive, and if given the circulation it de- 
Serves, should become a great success. I only hope that 
those who claim to be interested in passenger service in this 
country finc cut about it and put theiy money where their 
mouth is to support you. 

Robert R. Miles 
San Pedro, Calif. 


e o @ eS e © 3 e¢ © ® 9 & o °@ o @ e® 8 o 6 ® ® a e¢ ¢ @ © ¢@© @ @ @ 


Yo our list of passenger train publications in the last is- 
sue, add the following: 


The Vast Mail, a monthly newsletter of the 20th Century RR. 
Club, 9914 S. Longwood Dr., Chicage IL 60643, $1.50 per year. 
tt is now available to non-members of the club. 

The Western Railroader (P.O. Box 668, San Matec, CA 94401) 
contains news monthly of western trains. $2.00 per year. 
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Rail Travel Newsletter, Vol 1, No ll, May 3, 1971. f 
Published twice monthly, on the lat and 3rd Mondays, by 
Message Media, PO Box 9007, Berkeley CA 94709 USA. Sub- 
scription $4 a year; 26¢ a copy. Editor: James Russell. 
Artwork: Michael Cohen. Contributors to this issue: Robert 
Glover and Lawson K. Hill. 


AMTRAK GETS UNDERWAY 


April 50 arrived, and with it the end of a number of 
passenger trains around the nation. It was an historic 
weekend. The following day the National Railroad Passen- 
ger Corporation, Amtrak, took over operation of the 180- 
odd trains it has included in its network. 

It was only in the last days of April that the partici- 
pating railroads finally signed contracts with Amtrax, 
and there were three notable omissions: Southern Railway 
did not join, and must continue running its Southern 
Crescent and Piedmont on its own until 1975 (the former 
is part of the New York-Los Angeles through sleeper train 
initiated last Fall, which will continue to operate). 
Rock Island did not join, and must run its owm two re- 
maining trains. A big surprise was that Rio Grande de- 
cided to stay out of Amtrak, and will run its one train, 
the Rio Grande Zephyr, as before. 

As plans became finalized for starting up the Amtrak 
system, several attempts to sidetrack it were made. The 
National Association of Rail Passengers, two union groups, 
the Potomac Passengers Association, and the Michigan Pub- 
lic Service Commission filed suits against the railroads 
contending that handling of employee layoffs was unfair. 
NARP and others also charged that railroads could not 
legally drop their trains May 1, since 30 days after 
Signing the Amtrak contracts were required by law. How- 
ever, these complaints got nowhere; judges hearing the 
cases decided in favor of the roads' quitting the pass- 
enger business April 50. Up until the last minute, how- 
ever, it was uncertain whether Amtrak's plans for the 
trains would take effect as scheduled. 

In Congress, Senator Mike Mansfield tried to push a 
bill through to delay the start of Amtrak 6 months, but 
there was insufficient support for it, so he tried in- 
stead to take the provision on as a rider on another 
bill. Congressional attempts also failed, however. The 
Senate Commerce Committee held hearings on Amtrak the 
last week of April with an eye to possibly delaying it, 
but ended up charging Amtrak with a $100,000 study of 
needed additions to the system; the corporation is to 
report back to the committee by June 30. 

As the privately-run trains neared their end, there 
seemed to be more people riding them for nostalgic and 
historic reasons than there were checking out the new 
Amtrak runs when May 1 arrived. The great swelling of 
passengers in the last neye of agere was said to be the 
biggest turnout since World War II. Most trains were 
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we are omitting some of the usual departments and features 
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FOR THIS SPECIAL Amtrak issue of Rail Travel Newsletter, 


in order to bring you coverage of the historic beginning of © 


Amtrak operation and the end of most private railroad ser- 
vice in the United States. The features will resume in the 


next issue, dated May 17. 


The third of our series of KEEPING TRACK articles by Paul 
Rayton this issue covers the NANCY HANKS II, a train whose 


demise occurred with the beginning of Amtrak. 


LETTERS — 
, After shaving réad issus aoe S, I have to say that this 
. Magazine.is fantastic! Keep up the good work and please 


hurry..the back issues ordersd! 


Staten Island, N.Y. 


morning's ‘mail, and although not the train fan that he is, I.. 


Michael J. Martino 


My son received a sample copy of your publication in this — 


? 


nonetheléss picked it up at the breakfast tabls. Please allow: 


me to compliment you on your publication: it is very readable, 
timely,and attractive, and if given the circulation it de- 


serves, should become a great success. I only hope that 


Robert R. Miles 


San Pedro, Calif.” 


To our list of passenger train publications in the last is-. 


sue, add the following: 


The Fast Mail, a monthly newsletter of the 20th Cemtury R. 
Club, 9914 S. Longwood Dr., Chicage IL 60643, $1.50 
It is now available to non-members of the club. 


The Western Railroader (P.0. Box 668, San Mateo, CA 94401) 


contains news monthly of western trains. $2.00 per year. 
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_ those who claim to be interested in passenger service in this | 
country fine out about it and put their money where their 
mouth is to support you. | 
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AMTRAK GETS UNDERWAY 


April 30 arrived, and with it the end of a number of 
passenger trains around the nation. It was an historic 
weekend. The following day the National Railroad Passen- 
ger Corporation, Amtrak, took over operation of the 180~- 
odd trains it has included in its network. 

It was only in the last days of April that the partici- 
pating railroads finally signed contracts with Amtrax, 
and there were three notable omissions: Southern Railway 
did not join, and must continue running its Southern 
Crescent and Piedmont on its own until 1975 (the former 
is part of the New York-Los Angeles through sleeper train 
initiated last Fall, which will continue to operate). 
Rock Island did not join, and must run its om two re- 
maining trains. A big surprise was that Rio Grande de- 
cided to stay out of Amtrak, and will run its one train, 
the Rio Grande Zephyr, as before. 

As plans became finalized for starting up the Amtrak 
system, several attempts to sidetrack it were made. The 
National Association of Rail Passengers, two union groups, 
the Potomac Passengers Association, and the Michigan Pub- 
lic Service Commission filed suits against the railroads 
contending that handling of employee layoffs was unfair. 
NARP and others also charged that railroads could not 
legally drop their trains May 1, since 30 days after 
signing the Amtrak contracts were required by law. How- 
ever, these complaints got nowhere; judges hearing the 
cases decided in favor of the roads' quitting the pass- 
enger business April 50. Up until the last minute, how- 
ever, it was uncertain whether Amtrak's plans for the 
trains would take effect as scheduled. 

In Congress, Senator Mike Mansfield tried to push a 
bill through to delay the start of Amtrak 6 months, but 
there was insufficient support for it, so he tried in- 
stead to take the provision on as a rider on another 
bill. Congressional attempts also failed, however. The 
Senate Commerce Committee held hearings on Amtrak the 
last week of April with an eye to possibly delaying it, 
but ended up charging Amtrak with a $100,000 study of 
needed additions to the system; the corporation is to 
report back to the committee by June 30. 

As the privately-run trains neared their end, there 
seemed to be more people riding them for nostalgic and 
historic reasons than there were checking out the new 
Antrak runs when May 1 arrived. The great swelling of 
passengers in the last days of April was said to be the 
biggest turnout since World War II. Most trains were 
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= many extra cars to handle the crowds. Santa Fe 
San Diegans (L.A.-San Diego) ram 20-car trains over the 
short route, and in the San Joaquin Valley the SP's Day- 
light was said to be handling passengers like a atreetent., 
great mmbers traveling short distances. | 
‘Union Pacific, always the road to do things with atyle 
and glemour, put on its No. 8444 steamer to pull the last 
City of L.A. trains each way between Cheyeme and Laramie. 
The oldest name train in America, the SP Del Monte, had 
its last run April 30 from San Francisco to Monterey. The 
consist was swollen by extra private railway cars and ad-— 
ditional coaches. It was also the last passenger train to 
leave the S.F. terminal. Upon its 8:00pm arrival in Mont- 
erey, the cars were immediately deadheaded back to 8.F. . 
In Portland, UP presented the Oregon Historical Society 
with a full dining car table setting at a ceremony mark- 
ing the last run of the City of Portland. The Nancy Hanks 
(see Paul Rayton's article on page 6) had 500 passengers — 
on its last run, and the Pocahontas carried 750. The most 


ceremony and the most tears were found in places where train 


service was ending, as on the route of the Cannon Ball. 
Elsewhere there was less interest, in places where Antrak | 
was to take over and hopefully upgrade service the next day. 
First Amtrak Trains 
As Aatrak began running the trains on May 1, the gist of 
the reports in the media was that the trains were pretty 
much on time, and that passenger loads were not heavy. 
Antrak had published their first nationwide schedule on 
April 21, but few people had one as the trains began to 
roll on new schedules. (Individual roads will have their | 
own schedules printed, and Amtrak timetables can be had > 
from NRPC, 955 L'Enfant Plaza, Washington D.C. 20024.) 
Secretary Volpe got things started by riding a Metro- 
liner from Washington to New York, where he held a press 
conference. Roger Lewis, newly elected president of Amtrak 
(though not yet approved by Congress) also spoke (Lewis 
comes from General Dynamics, builders of the infamous F-111 
fighter plane). Mayor Daley of Chicago christened the first 
Amtrak train to leave there for Seattle, the Bapire Builder. 
Amtrak's schedule preserved the names of many trains such 


as the Broadway Limited, the Silver Star, the Super Chief and 


the Denver Zephyr. Train mumbers were also retained as much 
as possible, though resulting in some duplication. One plan 


that fizzled was Amtrak's scheme for reviving the California 


Zephyr (the name appears in the schedule) by placing Zephyr 
cars from Rio Grande on the S.F.-Chicago run through Colo-— 
rado. When Rio Grande pulled out at the last minute, a 
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quick change was made to route the train over the old City — 
of S.F. route, thus restoring train service to Wyoming in 
the process, But the Zephyr cars are not now available to 
use on the run, and the schedule was changed at the last _ 
minute resulting in much confusion. Instead of leaving Oak~- 
land at 73:30am, the train (which SP is now still calling 
nos. 101-102) leaves at 9:50am and reaches Ogden at 43:30am, 
where one may either continue on the same through train to 
Chicago or wait over until 7:40am to transfer to the Rio 
Grande Zephyr, which arrives in Denver at 11:00pm. Denver 
arrival is 5:30pm if one goes straight through but misses 
the Colorado scenery. The change was a big disappointment 
to railfans who felt the new Zephyr run would be a big 
drawing card for Antrak, 

As the first Antrak $.¥./dakland-Chicago train pulled out 
on time May 1 (see photo, p.9) it was drawn by a single "F" 


- unit and consisted of a baggage-dormitory car, 2-coaches (a 


UP car and a blue-k-white Great Northern car), a full SP: 
diner, an SP full-length dome lounge, and 2 sleepers (the 
BN Silver Pelican off the Denver Zephyr, and an SP car from 
the Sunset). It ran without a single stop to its first sta- 
tion, Sacramento, arriving early. The SP diner had no linen 
but SP is now ordering linen for all dining cars. A regular 
SP menu was in use, but printed without SP's name; some had 
Dlue Amtrak stickers. Train watchers are having fun observ- 
ing the changing consists: seen in Oakland ready to leave 
on this train May 6 were these cars=-UP dorm car, BN coach 
("Silver Shaft"), GN coach in green & orange, NP Lewis & 
Clark Traveler's Rest car off the North Coast Ltd.,. BN din- 
er in green & white ("Lake Michigan"), SP dome lounge, BN 
Sleeper “Silver Swan", and an SP Sunset sleeper. Quite an 
interesting mix. 

The first Seattle-San Diego through train. Comaned in the 
Amtrax schedule, but mostly called here the "thru train") 
is pictured on pp.8-9. Its north-moving counterpart left San 
Diego the first time 7:00am May 2. It had 3 cars, an ATSF 
lounge, SP coach & SP sleeper. The. announcenent came: ons 
“Santa Fe train number 12 now leaving ... Thank you for go- 
ing Amtrak." At Los Angeles there was some shuffling around 
this first try to get the cars properly oriented & coupled 
to the 6 SP cars waiting, ending. up with the 2 sleepers fac- 
ing backwards for the run to Seattle. It passed the south~ 
bound thru train at the San Luis Obispo station. 

Amtrak's first ad appeared May 3 in newspapers in cities 
served by the system. The only variation in ads was in the 
names of cities served and the phone numbers to call. ‘The 
bottom portion of the ad is reproduced on page 13, showing 
(continued on page 13) page 5 
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' €Fain ride through Afrioa is;the Centrel of Georgie's NANCY 
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KEEPING TRACK , | oo With Paul Reyton 


(A reguler RYE feature. Zach issue presents enother 
reviet-critique of e selected pre-Antrek trein. 


|  MANCY BANKS 17 
Date: Fridey, august 28, 1970 
The one American fassenger trein 


run that comes closest to® == = - 
al HANKS he 


II, running daily detween Savannah and Atlante, Ceorgia. ee at 


.. . Tbe best direction =e -Etae, sno pe de, Crom Sévaanah $0 <* 
Atlante. Thet way you get es eil dey ride an ‘eu Re ‘ 
at your back, giving you better light for seeing the truly resserke oa 


. @bdle countryside. 


‘ At the ticket window we Were | essigned sests 14 and 16 in car AnSe 
! 


. grill lounge “serving all meals and bevers¢fes.” 


feed is wel) prapersd. 


—Ofe absent, such es linen nepkins 


There is s no-cherge reservation system for assigning seeting. — 


fhe only timetable I hed was;an Official Guide, rather bulky in 
one's pocket. So I asked ifjthere was a tizetsble evallabdle. F 
eeent replied, “Do you it, or sre you a...uh...collector? 
Of course I need it, else why would I ask, I think to myself--but 
thet doesn't mean I don't want to collect it too. But don't let 
on too much or you might not get one. So: “Ah, I°1] need it, 
please.” Argument won. I guess the tizetable was printed on 
E0ld--the paper was yellow, anywoey. | . 

This train is an snosaly in 1970--it runs a dome cer end « 
I wondered where 
the people come froz to patronize this train, serving, as it does, 
@ rather depressed section cf the country. | a 
: We looked at the other coaches in our consist. They were. 
“tyrploal" standard cceches, with linoleum floors, derk seat ccvers, 
end rather sxall windows. The derk green exterior scaehow askes — 
them appear heavy. could it be an association with the old Full- 
maneStanderd sleeping cars? The derk drown interior furnishings | 
Were not exactly a cheery sight et this early hour. At leest the 
Bindoss were clean. 


The 


We leave promptly at 7:00am. As we pull out se ere treated 
to a truly spectsculer show of sunrise and billowing cusulus clouds. 
Husidity this summer day in Savennah was only sli¢htiy less than e 
Turkish bath. In fact, I half expected that, were 1 to sgueese 
soce sir betacen ay hands, it would actually drip water. There hed 
Been seme rnin during the night, a light almcet tropical spattering. | 
Kow there sere dro; lets on the windows, each droslet sirrering e . 
miniature sun within itself. . : 

We moved out of Savannah very soon anc fou: ourselves in the | 
Silds of Georgia. As scon as civilization is left behing, tell = 
Pines stert dlending with low-lying fog. Looking cut, one sould 
think be eas out in the Veldt--wide fields sith occasions) trees. 

Be could see perhaps 150 yerds on either side before fog odecured 
Since the hour was early and the fog teo heavy to see auch; 
ee chose this tine for breekfost. If you should ride this train, 
heave your Sreahfast in the dining, ear! Len't eat at howe! The. 
Ctuing service on this train ses something. thet really surprised 


and lapressed me. MANCY MANKS 11 carries a quite respestadiec 
diner. I¢ fe smeller then some, but the erew ie eenpgetent and the 


As you enter the dining area, a wern glow from the erilie of 
the oherovel burner fe @ happy eight. Jone of my favorite eleaents 
and tablecloths, but ef lenst | 
there le good fv0d at good pricas, The most expensive olub breake 
fast in only 31.0, ond inoludes everythings fruit/jules/orrenls 
two are with hew/two esis with three atripa baven/gurned bonf haeb 
WAth ecg; buest; and beversxe, 1 found the prices very fair, aud 
better than that, the food was sumpetently evoked. I decided to. 
try the sugar-oured han, Fronembering my experionoe on TUL JUUAHONTAS 
Of a fow Gaye nyo. This turned out to be vary tasty and evoked just 
Fiaht, which te to way not dried out. Orita ere served on recguest © 
(and, while @ northernar like myself is no euthority on erita, I 
‘found these Aleeppointings-dry and alumpy. My wife chose the beacon 


@ 1971 Paul Rayton; all rights reserved 
a et | 


x Le 
fay Re 


. the huge 


© Aeontimand on page 10) 


aid eres and waa well pleased, The bsaon woo fina end orispy and 
it wae attractively nrrangad around the errs. A very satiofrying 
meal, and ane that 2 ean reaoomnand without excention. 
 .- Yon't tarry too long over breakfast if you wish to see some of 
‘the famous hancing “Spantah moan” of the d@aep Youth. This route. 
‘takes you northward and inland from Javannah and I found thet ister 
in the Gay there was very little of the moas on the trees, Thus, 
we adjourned to the dome, 7 = - 
he duae onr is one af thoae MullmaneJItandard-built domea, 
the type that alno rung on tie Southern Cresoent, The dlatingvishe © 
ing feature of these onra ia thet all the winéows are flat panes of 
Glaaa, in contrast to the Mudd Company'a windows of curved ¢less, 
from 8 passenger's atandpoint the flat winduws have both goud and . 
bad potntsa. In photography they are both a help and e hindranee, 
The ourved wintows oreatea Aistractina, abstraut color splotches, 
The flat windows however, five a muoh sure easily recognized inege 
when they do reflect, and, depenting on the light, you any ens up 
ee seater A rd ic imnvea. (All this oan be avoided 
opening. @ Vaatlodvle dvorg<od 
better frie the dome.) — ; ae és ik ama 
. Heat of all, except for the fes ratndra T- ; 
the dome windvues are gery olean, | (Notes “eee epee akin ae 
ee sindous wid) be bug-spattered. Do your photograshy- 
a cone eating se had left the 
ere vu N the true buch souttry. fhe vies *) 
. @ighta 1 nad never @Xposted. sel siiincdl fw she ane 
deave the grout pines end penetrate dense ervsth | ean onl nik 
. & jungle. The trees and shrubs ere tell and close in Cn stthe 
| wlde of the single track “main lLine.® ¥ine grusth is cosplet. ly 
tr ee ate fnunteted end Materslly eboked is death. 
| elt sor or the poor trees. If on 
—“‘Ukads, push off these posky itiedene ie nat =f apenas | 
_ are, they mteht reach out end ered the train to sete thei : 
 Ous appetites. Maybe the dining cer crews tos cp ae ae 
tre x ‘rows toss heaburgers out the 
; every que and then to essure our safe passage? 
tons of men, aschetes in hand, hecking their eny ac 
didding, feral area to butld » ratieey, iia aie 
a, Ant Chen ee come to @ tuen. Ani onec 
“eee es tiay Realets doiting tke toate. “ee Ee nk at 
very tle setticnent, though i imagine Chet RAMJY HARES is 


pleces, either. Por tastence, im | 
Rocky Pord ené Milles, tLere ere 
towns ef Scerbvero er4 Peremore., Cther 
 « like Heleyontele on6 Ogeechee ond Toozsbore heve 
‘thelr villeges tco. As we move Slong et meyte 50 miles en hour, 
‘I gat the impression of riding through the junele in africa, oné 
oouing every nuw end then to @ sasll netive villege. Only this fe 
SR Unites Steves and taese ere our citizens living here in wretehed 
terpeyer aovels, bnet, ao baaboo? Is tate “pride uf oenership”? 
I gen @ yiekup truck running elong on @ perelilel dirt roeti--probebly 
the lendlors (e feraer in tne eres) come t9 collect the rent. 
oo Most thought provoking is the contrest between the lush vage- 
Setion end these tiny chicken soose people cell sonas, 2 suspect 
(thet even obickens are batter off in sone pleces. Off to the right 
Php ehost from the peat--8 gigentic old jouthern Plantetion 
| nalon, now sruabliog et every joint, porshes ¢rooging, 104 overe 
(GFoun by tae trees on4 weeds It one dominatet, | Revene circle 
| _ gverhest, Two blesk children stand in front of the “Circle 4 
 Pheatra® ond watch us rida oy, thie datly train ts probably thety 
mie ey hs rad then CL gee exists cuteide their flanediate 
FOUnTANES.s ah ey ™ rousbly. : either. 
. GLatotereateds, just poor. r ee gee aga peice or, 
 warlodica breeks in the dese 
FOete,.. Be e6ul4 beer the snistie 
ennounaing aech grede occesing. 
SO the engineer bles 


foery aress and nve we 


Bot @ couclete strenger in those 

the 135 miles between the stops of 
@180 She two tiny (sheaty) 
 €0lorful names 


undergrowth reveel rivers end : 
e of the engine very plainly, me 2 
ecerane PU Ahaha Sine Bt uagrotested, | 
| : ¥ eve @ pete end treil. The rosdbes - 
Bere fa not very goot, 1 would heve to rete $¢ D+ or De ‘ia 
(GFe frequent lurshea, lo spite of our Liaited epee, 
We pease through Macen, Ne're the lest. 

Mech Terminel 3tetion. 


“r 










POOF, Lt ptente in defience of @ publis Miloh ae loheee cubed ee if 
At looks dark an4 mysterious. end I em tetntet to wet off end go | |” 
| Boking arouns 4ethe.soue exploring, a 


cob aia 


- "7? 


S are 


possenger treta to use fs 


‘i an Baroae oe 
: . ‘ 
Cf no mmegee steerer nmmmmpapp trary met 
i ee hy, ager . “st : 


eg ee 
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ther 
A reguler RIN feature. Fach issue presents ano 
notte spank te of e@ selected pre-Amtrek train.) 


NANCY BANKS II 


: Friday, August 28, 1970 

' ade estisée ~Apeelainteh a trein run that comes Seay aleus 
train ride through Africa is|the Centrel of Georgia eo 
II, running daily detween Savannah and Atlanta, Georgie. 

’ The best direction to ride this trein is from Savanneb to 2 
Atlente. That way you get ef ell daylight ride oe Pergee cieene 
eat your back, giving you better light for seeing the 

ountryside. : : 
co There 46 @ no-charge reservation system for rig a es a 
At the tioket window we werejassigned seats 14 ents ae 3 
The only timetadle I had was:an Official Guide, rsa aie non 
one's pocket. So I asked if;there was a timetable ppt pin ehete 
agent replied, "Do you need jt, or sre you eh saa pie Oo eas 
Of course I need it, else why would I ask, I think to we - oie 
that doesn't mean I don't want to collect it too. But prapt 
On too much or you might not get one. $ “Eh, 1°32 Re F : 
Please.” Argument wcn. I guess the timetable was printed on 

e-the paper was yellow, anyway. 
“i ™mis erain is me! anosaly in 1970--it runs a dome car and a 
erill lounge “serving all meals and beveraces.” I wondered where 
the people come froz to patronize this train, serving, as it does, 
@ rather depressed section cf the country. 

We looked at the other coaches in our consist. They were 
“typical” standard cooches, with linoleum floors, dark seat ccvers, 
and rather szall windows, The derk green exterior sczuehow sakes 
them appear heavy. Could it be an association with the old Pull- 
man-Standard sleeping cars? The derk brown interior furnishings 
Were not exactly a cheery sight at this early hour. At leest the 
windows were clean. 

We leave promptly at 7:00am. As we pull out we ere treated : 
to a truly spectacular show of sunrise ard billowing cusulus clouds. 
Huxidity this summer day in Savannah was only slightly less thar e 
Turkish bath. In fact, I half expected that, were I to ssueece 
SOce sir dbetucen my hands, it would actually drip sater. There hed 
been seme rnin during the night, a light almost tropical srpattering. 
Now there sere droj lets on the windeows, each droplet wirrering eo 
@iltuiature sun within itself. 

We soved cut of Savannah very soon anc fou: curselves tn the 
wilds of Georgia. As scon as civilization is left bebine, teil 
Pines start blending with low-lying fog. Looking cut, one sould 
think he was out in the Veldt--wide fields sith occasions] trees. 
Be could see perhaps 150 yards on either slide befvre fog obscured 


our vision. 
Since the bour sas eorly and the for too heavy te see auch, 


Se chose this tine for breakfost. If you should ride this train, 
heve your breakfast in the dining car! Lent ent at home! che 
Clning service on this train ses sumething, that Teally surprised 


and lapressed me. MANCY HANKS 11 carries e yuite respestadie 


diner, It fe emeller then some, but the eres is competent and the 
food is wel) prapered. 

As you enter the dining area, a serm glow from the grille of 
the oherovel burner ie e happy sip¢ht. Sones of my fuvorita elements 
8fe absent, ouch es linen nepkins and teblecioths, but at Jeast 
there le geod food at good briees, The most expensive olud breake 
fant in only 31,00, and inoludes everything: fruit/jules/orrenly 
two ara with hew/two esis with three atrips bacen/eurned beaf hash 
With erg; tesat; and bovers:e. 1 found the vriora vory fair, and 
better than that, the food was vumpetontly ovoknd. 1 degided to 
try the suger-oured han, renembering my experionoe on TUL POCAHONTAS 
Of a few days nyo. This turned out to be vary tasty and quvoked just 
Fight, which ts to may not dried out. Orits ete served on recuest 
and, while @ northerner like ayaelf ts no authority on grits, I 
found thesa disappointing--dry and olumpy. My wife chose the bacon 
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ahd e¢es and waa well pleased, Vhe beacon was fine and orispy and 
it waa attraotively arranved around the ers. A very satiafrying 
meal, and one that I ean reoommand without excention. 

Don't tarry too long over brenkfast if you wish to aee some of 
the fnmous hancinge “Spantoah moan" of the Geep Youth. Thi route 
takes you northward and inland from Javannah and I found thet leter 
in the day there was vory little of the moas on the trees, Thus, 
we adjourned to the dome, 

The duge onr ts one of those MullmansItandard-bullt domes, 
the type that also rung on tie Southern Crasoent, The distinzvishe 
ing feature of theae onra fa thet all the ainiows are flat panes of 
Glaaa, in oontrast to the Mudd Company's windows of ourved fless, 
From o passenger's astondpoint the flat windows have both goud and 
bad points. in photoeraphy they are both a help and e hindranee, 
The ourved wintows vreata dfatracting, abstreut color Splotohes, 
The flat windows however, ¢eive a much sure easily recognized image 
when they do reflect, and, depending on the light, you Bay end up 
with two distinot photusraphia imneea., (All this oan be avoided 
by Opening the veatibule dvors--but the view on this rvute is 
better froze the dome, } : 

Heat of all, exoert for the fee Paindropa baok in JovanneBb, 
the dome windows are very clean. (Note: before the day te over, 
vlan windows will be bus-spattered. Do your photograrshy 
early. 

Sulle we sere eating we had left the foery aress and nos ve 
ere vul in the true back seuttry. The vies fros the Cone revealed 
elehts 1 bad never expestes. heading inland fros the cvast, you 
leave the grant pines end penetrate detse erusth | can ouly eel} 

@ jJunsie. The trees and shrubs ere tell and close in on either 
aide of the single track “main line.* Vine grusth is cvapletely 
unchecked. bthole trees are inundated end literally chokes to éeath. 
I felt sorry for the peor trees. If only they could aove their 
‘lads, push off these pesky fatruders. If the vines eres such 
more, they micht reach out and é€red the train to sete their raven- 
Ous appetites. Maybe the dining cer crees toss hsaburgers out the 
 Lctaentl ae —— ary 8. essure our safe ressageT J hed vie- 

ns Of men, machetes in hand, hackin 
Didtine, fers) area to bull’ « mile ee "a 

/ &Ut then ee come to @ toen. ani once 

There are numerous tiny haalets dutting less cde ag "ee ae ces at 
at overy little settilewent, though I imagine thet KaNcy Hares te 


not « soeplete strenger in those pleces, either. for tnatence, in | 
the 12 miles batween the stops of Rocky For’ ené Milles, there ere 
@lso the two tiny (shenty) towns of Scerboro erd Peremore. Cther 
eolorful names like Heloyontele eré Ogeechee ond Toonsboro heave 
their villeges tco. AS we move @long et maybe 50 siles en hour, 

I gat the tapression of riding through the jurele in africe, oné 
OOsing every uw end then to @ sell netive villege. Only thie is 
tae United stetes end tnese ere our citizens living here in eretebed 
terpaper ncvele, bhet, ao bimbo? Is tnis “pride uf cenership"? 

I sew @ gickup truck runing alone on @ peroliel dirt roat--probably 
the landlord (s feruer tn tne eres) sone to collect the rent. 

Most thought provoking is the contrest between the lush vage- 
tetion end these tiny chicken 80058 people call comes. I suspect 
thet even chickens ere batter off in some pleces. Off to the right 
I sew @ ghost fros the peat~--s gigentisc ol4 icuthern Plantation 
Meansicn, nuw crusbling et avery Joint, porches drooping, ani overe 
Grcun by toe trees an4 weeds it onee dominate’4, RKevens circle 
Overhesd, Two bless shiliren stand in front of the "Circle A 
Theatra* end watch us rida by, This daily train is probably their 
Only cuntect with tne world that exists coutelde their lamediate 
SUFFOUnII Nes. abd they will prousdly never ride Lt elther. Bot 
Gialoterented, just pour. sl 

Ferlodic breexs in the dense undergrowth revee] rivers and 
roots, Se oould beer the woistle of the engine very plainly, 
ennounaing each grete crossing. Virtuelly oll ere uayrotected, 4 
SO the engineer blew for every little peth ena treil. The roadbes 
here {6 not very good. I would beve to rete it Di or De There 
are frequent lurshes, {5 spite of our lisited speed, 

We pase through Macon. Ye're the lest pessenger train to use 
the huge Meson Tarainel 3tetion, Wetting grey-green unter e éork ao 
roof, 1t stents in defience of @ bUblic which nz longer comes to 4%." 

It looks dark and mysterioug end I em testes to eet off end go... 
Poking around 4othe. some exploring. oe BNE FG . 
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Historic Trains Go 
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last weekend was a time to remember. 
For the photographer it was a chall- 
enge and a frustration--there was too 
much to cover all at once. RIN got 
these shots of history-making trains 
(see identifying number diagram at 
right): (1) The last San Joaquin Daylight has just pulled into Oakland April 30, one hour twenty 
minutes late, pulling 13 cars behind its 3 engines. Some wag has affixed a sign “last Pokey” to 
the lead engine. (2) The last excursion train to be rum under SP auspices, the Truckee Limited, 
climbs the hill to Donner Summit under snowclouds on April 25. Pulled by 5 freshly ted "F" 
units, the 2i-car train carried about 750 people (see story elsewhere in this issue). (3) The last 
City of San Francisco stops briefly at Berkeley on the last lap of its trip into Oakland April 50. 
The long train carried two domes--some cars were being deadheaded west for start of Amtrak opera- 
tion. (4) The very first Amtrak train to run in the Western states is leaving Oakland om a cloudy 
May 1 morning--the Coast Daylight, not named in the Amtrak schedule and given the wrong number as 
well, is on time and looking weirdly impressive with 5 engines ahead of 5 sparsely filled passen- 
ger cars. We see it passing Oakland's Jack London Square--the first regular passenger train to do 
80 since the demise of the WP California Zephyr in March 1970-=, slowly rumbling along lst Street 

(continued on page 12) 
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Nancy Hasks, tnet4entally, was @ fauzi8 trotting wasre of the 
1896's, and the train snd its decor (perticilerly in tne 4iner) 
Cucuseaurete this heritage, A’ we aalik in for lunch, se pans 
throseh a “bar/lousee"* furiishet ailth s “hitching rell” rucsing 
the length of the areas, 81th toe surrounding pictures Of hornas 
or.4 phuahk apeslatrants, 10 0334 be the alarer’s clio at Veurcnill 
Luata. Trio levatnve tae part Of the Gining asr. Thus the 4ining 
eres Les spese for Only alz tables, 

The walter falatiy resaauled, I thouest, forzer Frasisant 
Merry 3. Tratan. The service was efficiast, thouen be wee nut @ 
portioquierly sutyotre Pellos. 

Luncheon e64 4lt.ner on the MANCY BANKS II ore both served 
from the saan senu. tus It lives up to thea high ezyastations 
earoune4 uy Gat pleanent.efparieance at breuzfeat. Very vo064 404 


Ot fanavtebio gricea, Tha aust azpensaiva full eoursa, table 4° hote 


pereitg te fc.es, O64 Testures alther jut roast oF supnhesures uname 
BT urtere? the onupped beef steak sith 253%FO.@ nausea (52.6% 56 uy 
Bife wserted the tecuh and toaats sante@ich, @ la certe for $1.16. 
Tue meal Inchutes en appetizer, shlea of tau vagetaoles (froa 
areesed yp tatuens, sliced t.setsens, o44 garian pees), rolls and 
butter, Gearsert, end beverege. Tun beef stasc s024 sith sens reel 


val Foose 1h Lhe BuslFLLa aeuse Bhs eas Lender en4 Julcy. Heyylly, | 


the meat sas not ceded with tiny sits cf indigestitie sristie. 
ste Zush>00s seuse tiextet wich the sresise shardrcile> ssc«izs 
$o wece @ Very fleesins elfest. s= spticcal Fliste sertize cf 
aestoce @is tcsetces Ses 25g. Tre Letsuse uss Sres= era tre 
POLIS Cres$ir~ Brezaste; at least i% Bess's all sayonzsaise. 

eae besce QoS toasts serisics Bas servei as rezcesiesc, an4 
Uses Beis Fisces Bits g~Eerse= gscscies. Fer sessert i Sszzies tre 
SyFlie Fie, BLich was exceicest. Tae filiics was Zeliciccs azd 
Cseenmy, OL4 tre crust seithe> tro dcuchy scr burst. Sorfee is 
Fesesoseble tcc: cup 18s, rot 25s. Tea, not or iced, is Ss. . ; 

Be returted to the tose fsr the rest cf the trip to atisntee 
It bes teer se gcoot Cay so far: we are about on schedule, the fz 
is ¢c03, ex2 the scenery ixterestine. Sie 2 oe 

The deme cer is astusily Sczushern Reilwsy prorerty. It diffe 
fers from its cousics cx the SUPER CHIEF ty tsvire ro carceting 
exyerereceesil Jinoieuz. JI fisd this milily irsitetine. It would 
cost little core--or even less thar present ccosts-<te keer that 
cer flccr ccvereéd with carpet, end it woul! provide a sore piess- 
ent end quieter ride. Sests in the doze are tuc’ abreast, thus 
sesting 24 ur shere. The rest cf the esr is set us with “parlor® 
tyFe sests--big suivel chairs, a sizcgle row on each sife cf the 
cer. Anc beneath the Coze, om the lower level, is the uniquely 
Ganed “Sedtle ang Stirrup Sooa* ehich could provide a Pleasant 
nursery area for treveiers wiih youns ‘children. | 

Cn board I found a little pubsicity blurb issued by Central 
of Georgia about MANCY'’s new stetion in atlarts, and how we'll 
love it. Be arrived in atlanta at noon end I lsoked for the 
bev" staticn. It was there, but cot new news, and @ letdown. 
wie tine eae piven ds a ance stairs to street level. (an elee 

row an was t 

atlecte to wate. OO anxious for a iook at 

t hed been @ good trip. I*1) rezeabder the MaNCY HANKS 
for e long tise, and hore to ride it egein. Sey es 


Correction to figure captions on pages 9 and 12: 
Photo S--there was one more City of San Francisco 
that left Chicago April 30 and arrived at Oakland. 


May 2; however after April 50 the Berkeley station 


and others on the route were closed for business, 


and this was the last "City" that could be boarded 


at those stops. Accordingly, photo 5 is not the — 


last train to stop at these stations, sinoe the May 
2 City did so, but only to discharge passengers. 
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QUOTES OF THE WEEK ++ 


"We feel that this network of trains--which has been 
developed through months of intensive analysis-~provides 
a solid base upon which to build and expand the scope 
and quality of intercity passenger service. This new 
system can and will succeed because it unifies for the 
first time the operation and promotion of the nation's 
rail passenger service. Now, a single management can 
devote its energy exclusively to serving the passenger. 
Refurbishing of terminals and equipment and innovative 
improvements of ticketing, reservation, and food serv- 
ices can be attained on a systenmide basis. ge: 

We know these changes which are vital to upgrading 
rail service cannot be accomplished overnight. We are 
optimistic, however, that continuing improvements will 
attract hundreds of thousands of people who have not 
recently--or ever--relied on railroad transportation. 
We think the Amtrak system will become increasingly 


attractive to those who travel for business and pleas- 


ure, young pecpte and older people, families and tra- 

vel groups. 

| --David W. Kendall, Chairman of 
the Board of Amtrak, in the 


introduction to the first Amtrek 


schedule 


“Although this is the first time a national railroad 
schedule has been used in the United States, the con- 
cept is currently utilized by the various U.S. airlines. 
It is also used by railroads in countries like Canada 
and France which operate nationwide systems." 

--From the press release announc- 
ing the Amtrak schedule, Apr. 21 


“Amtrak is a fraud designed for the abolition of the 
passenger train service in America." | . 
: Sle by --Ralph Nader, speaking at Mills 
College, Oakland, April 28 


"I have half seriously thought of planning to be on 
a slow steamship to Europe, with no wireless, cone 
May 1." 
_e=David W. Kendall, Chairman of . 
the Board of Amtrak, quoted in 
the Wall Street Journal Apr. 27 


page ll 








yee 10 


Mansy Hasna, sesaaus tobly, was @ fa5738 trotting ware of the 
1896%s, and tne train and ite dear (verticalerly in tne 4iner) 
Onn surete thia heritegs. As we aalk in for lunch, se pans 
birtaseh @ “bar/losnee* Curiishel aith a “hitesling rell”* runz.ing . 
the length of tha aras, 81th toa gurrounting pictures of borsas — 
O14 sisah apysintseants, 16 20414 be the asinnee’s olson at Veurenill - 
busia, Tnie luunge tae pert of the aining asr. Thus the 4ining 
eres Les espece far only nix tables, 

Tne ealter fatatiy reseacies, I thaugkt, foraer FrasiZent. 
Marry ae Trasahs. The service gas efficient, though be Bes Hot @ 
pertieulerly suteoire Fellos. 

 bunahenn 01:4 Altaner on the MANCY HANKS Il are both served 
from the saan aenue Gut 10 lives up to tha bien exzyactetions 
eruune4 typ wut pleanent. ekparieanse at treukfeat. Sery good 504 


et raeantable gricea. Tha aust azpeansivea full eoursa, table 4° hote 
werving Be jc.e%, 064 features altner put roast or BIPM FTES KAM 


I urtiere? the enhuyped beef atank eith RbBRPOR Beuce (52.6%;,- Uy 
aife Bei.ted the teeus ant toasts senteich, © le serte for $1.16. 


Tne meal Inclutes on appetizer, ahslea uf ten vagetenies (fron 


afeened pp Ltatuen, alioed tumetoes, e244 garden pees), roils ané 
Butter, Gensert, end beverege. The beef steaec 0200 with sens Freel 


AvsL Tres Ih (he BuslFLLa sauce Oni eas tender ont Julcy. Beyylly, 


the meet sas not loaded with tiny sits cr indigestivie gristie. 
ste musbroos seuse tiexéed wich the sresise share sise> scceizes 
to mace B Very sceesiscg effest. ac sptsccal raste sertice of 
sestese act sccetces eas 25s. Tae Letsuse Was Sress ard tre | 
‘Fretcy cressizg atezcete; at least it eeas's alt meycunaise. 

ose bascs acd tenets secisiss was sestet as Teqvesies, acd 
Css Bess fiires wits éerSes éot21 es. feo tessert i Se2zsec tre. 


‘O77le sie, Baise vas eX5€s.e5%. cae 224556 was Se@iscscus is 


 CSeeMy, Bd the esust seisher tro deughy sor burst. <cSoffes is. 
Poeesosebie tcc: cup iss, rot 25s. Tea, ast or iced, 26 Se. - 


Be returned to the éoue for the rest cf the trip to atiaates 


It bes beer ® gc02 Cay 80 fer: we ate sbout on scdedule, the fs5 
is g¢c03, ex2 the seerery interesting. 


“The roo cer {8 astusily Sesthsers Reilvay. property. ot ate 


_ fers from its ecusizs c= the SUPER CHIEF ty tsvice to: earretizg . 
exyutereceesll Iisolecz. I fied this milfly i: siteting.s 3% wsuld 
cost little sores-or even less than present cestgq<te. kee? shat 


 €er ficor ecvered with carpet, end it would provide @ s6re slese- 


ent end Quiecte> ride. Seats in the doze are tec: adresst, thus 
sesting 24 up there. The rest cf the car is set us with “perlor® 
tyfe seats--bizg svivel chairs, a sizgle row oa eecs side cf the. 
cer. Ané beneath the doze, of the lower level, is the unicguely — 


Gemed “Sedéle ana Stirrup Rooa® abich could provide a Pleasant pen 


nursery eres for treveiers wulith young ghilaren. 
Gn board I found a little pubsicity biurd issued by Sentral 


of Georgia about RANCY's nes Station in atlerte, and bow we'll © 
Love it. We errived in atlenta at noon and I looked for the 


“new” station. It was there, but sot pes nes, and e letdown. 
weientiahe ome crowded e lene steirs Re acrett level. (An. ele. 
a s 
na te init as too snxious for @ i00k at 
_ &% Bed been a good trip. I°1) reseabder the ‘MANCY HANKS: 
for e long tine, end. nia to ride it SEALE, ra i 
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| Correction £0 5 tigers ‘eaptions on pages 9 aa Lies os 
Photo S--there was one more City of San Francisco 
that left Chicago April 30.and arrived at Oakland 
May 23 however after April 50 the Berkeley station 
and others on the route were closed for business, 
and this was the last "City" that could be boarded 
at those stops. Ascordingly, photo 5 is not the 
ve muri trata to weep. at these stations, since. the May 
| was ‘only ‘to ‘eshanee passengers oe 





QUOTES OF THE WEEK ++ 


"We feel that this network of ‘tvadinn -<which Neal been — 
developed through months of intensive aualye) terete. 
a solid base upon which to build and expand the scope 
and quality of intercity passenger service. This new 
system can and will succeed because it unifies for the 
first time the operation and promotion of the wation' 8. 


rail passenger service. Now, a single management can 
devote its energy exclusively to serving the passenger. 


Refurbishing of terminals and equipment amd innovative 
improvements of ticketing, reservation, and food serv- 


iees can be attained on a systemride basis... 


We know these changes which are vital to upgrading 
rail service cannot be accomplished overnight. We are 
optimistic, however, that continuing improvements will | 
attract hundreds of thousands of people who have not. 
recently--or ever--relied on railroad transportation. 
We think the Astrak system will become increasingly 


_ attractive to those who travel for business and pleas- | 


ure, young people and older people, families and tra- 

vel groups. " pa ee “a 4 - 
the Board of Amtrak, in the in 
introduction to the <sxeh Anitesh. 


schedule : 


"although this is the first time a national railroad 


schedule has been used in the United States, the con-| 


cept is currently utilised by the various U.5&. airlines. 
It is also used by railroads in countries like Canada 


| and France ‘which. operate nationwide systems." 


~-From the press release announc- 
ing the Autrak schedule, Apr. 21 


"“antrak is a fraud designed for the abolition’ of the. 
‘pereeneer” train service in America." - 
. _o-Ralph Nader, speaking at Mills 
College, Oakland, April 28 


wy have half seriously thought of planning to. be on 
a slow ieee to | SDs with no wireless, cone) 
My 2." ; 
 e=David We Kendall, Chairman of - 
the Board of Amtrak, quoted in 
the Wall Street Journal Apr. 27 
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the Amtrak arrow-type trado- 
mark. Quoting from the ads | 
"In over 300 cities, conveni- | 
ent trains speed you to mid~ 
town in all. kinds of weather. — 
And you never get ‘stacked 

up' over the railway station." 


(continued from page 9) | 
southward to San Jose, its first stop. (6) The. last SP 
Cascade pulls out of the Oakland yards to pick up passen- 
gers for the northward trip on April 50, a‘half hour late--— 
held up by the latecoming San Joaquin Daylight and picture- 
taking ceremonies following its arrival. The 10-car train, 
drawn by engines 5206 and 3205, was the last passenger tra 
to stop at Berkeley, Richmond, Martinez, and a number of { The ad was simply a worded announcement with no iiwsteations. 
other stations along the route to Portland that will not be | The addition of routes through state subsidies is receiving 
serviced by Amtrak. (6) The first Amtrak through train jsupport. Gov. Sargent of Massachusetts expressed support for 
from Seattle to San Diego is seen early Sunday morning, a Boston to New York route through Worcester, Springfield, & 
May 2, running at speed through Berkeley, right on sched- |Hartford, Conn. Ohio, Illinois, New York, Pennsylvania, and 
ule. Engine 3205 is pulling, one of the pair used on the Michigan have pledged to pool funds to cover subsidy of a _— 
last Cascade. Under a threatening gray sky it presents a daily N.Y¥.-Chicago train thru Cleveland (that city’s last PC — 
colorful picture of orange UP cars, silver SP, and green train left there 1:16pm April 30). Even Gov. Reagan of Cali-~- 
Northern Pacific cars. 7) The second Amtrak train to leavejfornia has softened his stand on public transportation to | 
the Bay Area, and the first Oakland-Chicago train under the jsay that a balanced transportation system concept will now 
new system has just left Oakland on May 1, right on time, jbe the state's policy, instead of the automatic reliance on 
and is seen speeding past the now-deserted Berkeley depot. [freeways as the only feasible mode of travel. | 

A single "F" unit pulls the short train, which includes a i 


dome lounge car in the consist. (See correction on p. 10) THE LAST EXCURSION ON SOUTHERN PACIFIC 


(About the photos: nos. 1,2,5 and 6 were made on 35mm | | | | 
black and white film with an Exakta and Zeiss Tessar 60mm The Truckee Limited, an excursion fram San Francisco/Oakland 
lens; the rest were made on black and white film with a to Truckee and return on April 25, was an enormous success. 
Soligor 66 ‘2Ex22 SLR camera with an 8Omm Kaligar lens. The train was an early sellout, and the 750 riders were treat~ 
In the dim light photos, NOS. l and 5, Tri-X film was used {ed to an extra SD hours of delightful travel when through some 
and rated at ASA 1600.) mixup in orders the train sped on past the Richmond stop, leav- 
cee eee ee eee eee ee eee ee ee ee ee ee Ying 100 perplexed excursionists waiting, or running after the 
j train waving red sweaters. Fortunately, the San Joaquin Day-~ 

light was olose behind, and it picked up the group and trans- 
ported them to Martinez, where the excursion train waited. The 
| maneuvers of the two trains, plus the southbound Cascade which © 
| simultaneously arrived, kept Martinez trainwatchers gaping. 

} Snow began falling as the 2l-car train gained altitude in the 
Sierras. Two full diners and two full lowges were constantly 
busy on the 164-hour trip. Two private Pullman cars weve in the 
consist, and it was enlightening to observe the scores of peo- 
ple examining them and remarking upon the sleeping accommoda~ 
| tions. One forgets how many individuals have never _ traveled by 
sleeping car. An exour- “WS lee ae FLECTAS: RALPOAD ASSN * os 
sion like this can be a = (‘™7'¢ ‘ocomotivé Assocurtion 
useful educational de- + i i eeiiae ahd Hien ia 
[vice for getting people =§ «~ ‘veut "courem " “emurce’ ."“Sonren > 





NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF RAILROAD PASSENGERS RECEIVES 
SUPPORT OF DISTINGUISHED ADVISORS 


_ NARP announced just after our last issue ue to press 
that a group of distinguished citizens has agreed to join 
with the Association in an advisory capacity to help save 
and improve passenger trains. 

Among the new members are Lewis Mumford, Henry Luce ITI, 
Bill Mauldin, Ogden Nash, Roy Wilkins, Melvin Belli, Bruce 
Catton, Huntington Hartford, Pane Steele Commager, Vincent | 
Price, and others. | 

In other news, Scott Schiechl, San Francisco Regional 
Chairman of NARP, announced a statewide campaign to gain 
support for trains not in the Amtrak network. San Joaquin 





rene ee —_— 





Valley service is being pushed by a bill introduced into ef Dubus . “mec 
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take not over $600,000 of state funds to finance this ser- 
vice. NARP hopes to reinstate the Del Monte train also. 
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EDITORIAL: AMTRAK--AN INADEQUATE SYSTEM 


There are a lot of uncertainties about the Amtrak experi- 
ment. On one point, however, there is general agreement: 
that the corporation is woefully underfinanced to do the 
job it's required by law to do. 

This fact suddenly struck home about the last week of 
April when the imminence of thousands of rail employees 
losing their jobs and the loss of scores of passenger train 
routes was realized. When the railroads signed up with 
Amtrak and plans for dropping trains became finalized, law- 
makers and unions as well as passengers, including many who 
never rode the trains while they were there, suddenly were 
up in arms and attempting to stop Amtrak at the last minute. 

Whether it is good or bad that Amtrak's plan went through 
at this time without modification remains for history to 
decide. It is clear that there is only one alternative 
now available. That is to work within the bounds of the 
law that created Amtrak in order to build up a system wor- 
thy of the name. 

The rail system we now have is still just a skeleton. 
There are many flaws in it, but much hopefulness that it 
can actually be built into the proper system that the Am- 
trak incorporators talk about. For this we will have to 
keep pressure upon legislators for needed service. We 
need also to talk up Amtrak, to ride it ourselves, to help 
publicize and push the new system. 

A hopeful sign is that the Senate Commerce Committee has 
asked Amtrak to make a study of additional needed routes 
and to report back in two months. If Congress appears 
interested in expansion of the rail network, it may be in 
a mood to provide more funds for the ridiculously impover- 
ished National Railroad Passenger Corporation. 


BACK ISSUES OF RTN are still available, first come, first 
served. Issues 1-10 are still in stock. The cost is 25¢ 
a copy, or five copies for $1.00. Some of these issues 
are in extremely short supply--especially the earliest 
numbers--and won't last long. 

Address your order to Message Media, Dept. RIN, Post 7 
Office Box 9007, Berkeley, California 94709 U.S.A. 
These will be sent by 3rd class mail, so allow a little 
extra time for their arrival. 7 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO RTN are $4.00 a year. Introductory 
Qemonth subscriptions are also available at $3.00. 
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TRAINS IN THE MBDIA 


One of the most encouraging developments in recent years 
for passenger trains took place this past week, when the 
May issue of Sunset Magazine was published. The magazine 
offered a fine 6=page, well-illustrated article all about 
passenger trains, entitled "Is 1971 your year to discover 
or rediscover the railroad adventure?" 

For those who don't know Sunset, it is an extraordinar- 
ily successful publication, called "The magazine of West- 
ern living", that covers the fields of travel, food and 
cutertaining, homomaking, and gardening. It's published 
only for Wastern readers, and has several regional edi- 
tions. 

The importance of the train article is that as Sunset 
goes, so goes the West. It's a very accurate barometer 
and stimulator of the life style of the vast majority of 
Westerners. And the train story is the first one in mem- 
ory (with the exception of short tourist-type runs) about 
serious rail travel. What's more, it's a very attractive 
and persvagive writeuns "The postwar generation may have 
ridden the excellent Canadian Pacific, Canadian National, 
or European trains but many have never boarded a long 
distence train et home. There seems to be a feeling that 
travel time is something to be endured, and that the va- 


oetion doeen't start until you arrive at your destination. | 


Many people who love to travel see things differently. 
The plessures of leaving and adjusting to a mew pace en 
route can be important vacation components." 

The article shows 18 excellent photos of trains with 
people all enjoying themselves immensely in domes, coa- 
ches, diners, bedrooms. It tells about “Railpax" and 
even printed an advance schedule of the new Seattle to 
San Diego through train. Ticleighedlle tien 

Single copiies are 75¢ by mail to any address. Write 
Sunset Magazine, Menlo Park, CA 94025. pees 

Life Magazine in its May 7 issue has a 6=page spread 
on the Paris Metro, as well as those in Montreal and 
Mexico City. It points out that the French are in de- 
mand throughout the world for their knowhow in designing 
fine subways. The article doesn't say so, but it's easy 
to draw the conclusion that the U.S. has nothing at all 
comparable to the beautiful and efficient systems pic- 
tured im color in Life. The article ie recommended 
reading for all rapid transit enthusiasts. 
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One of the most encouraging developments in recent years 
for passenger trains took place this past week, when the 
May issue of Sunset Magazine was published. The magazine 
offered a fine 6—page, well-illustrated article all about — 
passenger trains, entitled “Is 1971 your year to discover 
or rediscover the railroad adventure?" 

For those who don't know Sunset, it is an extraordinar- 
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or European trains but many have never boarded a long 
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